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Made in the Med
T+L’s Laura Begley Bloom surveys new design-statement 

properties from Marseille to Majorca.

Wherever Aman goes, the style tribe slavishly follows. And just when 
you thought there were no more variations on the word aman, the 
trailblazing hotel company has opened Amanzoe (amanresorts.com; 
$$$$), in a remote area of Greece’s Peloponnese peninsula. With 
reflecting pools, soaring marble walls, and panoramic views, architect 
Ed Tuttle’s pared-down sanctuary strikes a balance between serenity 
and drama. + Another disciple of minimalism, Jean-François Bodin—
who created Paris’s Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine—brings his 
trademark restraint to Porto-Vecchio, the St.-Tropez of Corsica. At the 
waterfront La Plage Casadelmar (designhotels.com; $$$$), he has 
crafted 15 rooms out of volcanic rock and 300-year-old oaks. + On the 
Spanish island of Majorca, the Jumeirah Port Soller Hotel & Spa 
(jumeirah.com; $$$) is intended to stimulate the senses, from the 
approach through orange groves and the hand massages at check-in to 
the 120 rooms with floor-to-ceiling windows, most overlooking the sea. 
+ Contrast that with the latest effort from Philippe Starck: Mama 
Shelter Marseille (mamashelter.com; $). Smack in the center of the newly 
buzzy city, the hotel is loaded with in-your-face Starck whimsy—
graffitied chalkboard ceilings; pool toys over the bar. Love it? Hate it?  
Up to you, but we do like the rates, starting at $166. + Hitting a different 
note is the Monastero Santa Rosa (monasterosantarosa.com; $$$$),  
on Italy’s Amalfi Coast. It’s the passion project of Bianca Sharma, who 
took over a converted 17th-century cliff-top monastery, filling the  
20 rooms with antiques collected during her travels. The result is more 
handmade than designer-polished, but if it was good enough for the  
first guests, Prince Albert II and Princess Charlene of Monaco, then  
it’s good enough for us. ✚ 

FERNANDO 
MEIRELLES
The Brazilian director is 

best known for his 
visually arresting films, 

such as 2002’s City  
of God, set in a Rio de 

Janeiro favela. His 
newest, 360, with Jude 
Law and Rachel Weisz, 

goes global. Shot in  
five different countries,  

it touches on the  
Arab Spring, euro crisis,  

and prostitution. 

You were filming on the  
road for almost 20 weeks. 
Any favorite hotels? We were 
in London for three months, so  
I rented an apartment. But I like 
Hazlitt’s Hotel (6 Frith St.; 
hazlittshotel.com; $$$). You get  
a key to the front door, and it’s 
like your own home. In Vienna,  
we stayed at the 25hours Hotel 
Wien (1-3 Lerchenfelder Str.; 
25hours-hotels.com; $). There are 
bicycles for guests, and the staff 
doesn’t wear uniforms. After  
a week or two, we were hanging 
out with the hotel crew.  

What were a few of your 
favorite off-set activities?  
In Vienna, I’d walk around the 
Naschmarkt and buy bread and 

pastries. Or I’d get on my bike 
and ride thirty minutes out of  
the city toward Klosterneuburg, 
where I’d be surrounded by 
grapevines and winemakers.  
You can drink good local wine 
almost anywhere you stop.

And how do you spend your 
downtime back in Brazil? 
I have a farm north of São Paulo, 
in Rifaina, where I’m creating a 
personal rain forest, planting 
12,000 trees every year. I hope  
to plant 500,000. I also love the 
town of Alto ParaÍso. It means 
“high paradise.” People say it  
has the best energy in the world. 
It’s all about yoga, massage, 
crystal therapies, trekking, and 
waterfalls. —howie kahn

The bar at Mama 
Shelter Marseille 
comes complete 
with foosball.

The pool at 
La Plage 

Casadelmar,  
in Corsica.

n e w s f l a s h  The 2,000-plus-foot Tokyo Sky Tree is now the tallest structure 
in town. Hit the two observation decks for views stretching to Mount Fuji.


